KEY POINTS: Chapter 14

Essential Question: What effect did the Mongol conquests have on the Eurasian areas?
Identify: 

Chinggis Khan –1170s-1227; elected khagan of all Mongol tribes in 1206; responsible for conquest of northern kingdoms of China

Tartars – Mongols; captured Russian cities and destroyed Kievan state in 1236; left Russian Orthodoxy & aristocracy intact

Kubilai Khan – Chinggis Khan’s grandson; commander of Mongol forces in conquest of China, khagan in 1260; established Sinicized Mongol Yuan Dynasty

The Mongol Empire of Chinggis Khan

Look at the map on page 317.  What Muslim controlled area was not conquered by the Mongols?  Arabia, Africa

How was Mongol society organized?  

The basic unit for Mongol society was the tribe, which was divided into kin-related clans whose members camped and herded together everyday.  When threatened by enemies or preparing for raids, clans and tribes would be combined in great confederations.  Leaders were elected by the free men.  Women had influence in the family and the right to be heard in tribal councils, but men dominated leadership positions.

How did Chinggis Khan gain power over all the Mongols?  

He joined the camp of a more powerful Mongol chieftain who had been aided by his father.  Together, they avenged the insults of the clan that had enslaved him and the other that took advantage of Chinggis’ clan’s weakness for horses and women.  Chinggis and the allied clan won.

Why were the Mongols such capable warriors?  

They had good weapons like short bows that could hit enemy soldiers as far as 400 yards with great accuracy without breaking the stride of his horse.  They also had a cavalry, which enabled them to move so rapidly that their advances could demoralize enemy forces.  They would strike before their enemies prepared their defenses, hit unanticipated targets, retreat back into the steppes after suffering temporary reverses, and then suddenly reappear in force.

Who was often spared in battle and why?  Famous scholars as advisors and artisans for their useful skills

How were conquered areas dealt with?  

They were sacked once they had been taken.  The townspeople were slaughtered or sold into slavery; their homes, palaces, mosques, and temples became rubble.  Towns that surrendered without a fight were usually spared, but were required to pay tribute to their conquerors as the price of their deliverance.

By 1227, what areas were under Mongol control?  E Persia to N China Sea

Where did Chinggis Khan establish the Mongol capital?  Karakorum 

List what advances were made under Chinggis Khans’ rule.  

Created administrative framework drawn on advice & talents of Muslim & Chinese bureaucrats; script – in Mongolian language for record keeping & standardization of laws; legal code enforced by special police force; handicraft production and scholarship thrived, artistic creativity allowed free expression; secure trade routes

What evidence suggests that Chinggis Khan was a tolerant ruler?  

Talked with Confucian scholars on how to rule China, Muslim engineers to build siege weapons & improve trade with western lands, & Daoist holy men to find an elixir to make him immortal

What happened to the Mongol lands after Chinggis Khan died?  They were divided between Chinggis’ three sons and grandson.
Who was chosen as ruler of the Mongols after Chinggis Khan’s death?  Ogedei, Chinggis Khan’s third son
The Mongol Drive to the West

What were the 4 khanates?  Empire of Kubilai Khan, Djagatai Empire, Golden Horde Empire, and Ilkhan Empire

What was the real goal of the Mongols as they conquered across Russian territory?  To get to W Europe

Did the Mongols ever conquer Kiev?  Novgorod?  They sacked Kiev and spared Novgorod.

Explain how Moscow became the center of Russian power. 

 Tribute collector for Mongol khans, annexed other towns as punishment for falling behind on tribute payments;  head of Orthodox Church in Moscow brought new sources of wealth, princes go from tribute collectors to defenders of Russia in 1380, raised army with other Russian vassals & defeated Golden Horde

How did the Russians benefit from the Mongol conquests?  

Changes in military organization and tactics and politics; influenced desire of Russian princes to centralize their control and reduce limitations placed by nobility, clergy, and wealthy merchants; deflected Christian crusades to get rid of Orthodox heresy

What negative impact did the Mongol conquests have in Russia?  

Cut off Russia from key transformations in W Europe that were inspired by the Renaissance and led ultimately to the Reformation

Why didn’t the Mongols invade Western Europe?  Ogedei died so Batu had to withdraw as prep for struggle for succession

What then were the only two areas to remain free of Mongol assaults?  Europe and India

Which Mongol leader led the conquests in the Muslim territories?  Batu

When was Baghdad captured?  1258

When did the Mongols defeat the Seljuk Turks?  1243

What Muslim group finally defeated the Mongols in 1260?  What effect did this victory have?  

They were defeated by the Mamluk Dynasty of Egypt and everybody was relieved because they knew that they wouldn’t be attacked by the Mongols anymore.

What effects did the Mongols forays into Europe and the Muslim areas have?  

New ways of making war; gunpowder, facilitated trade between each end of Eurasia, revived routes brought great wealth to traders, possible cause of the Bubonic Plague

The Mongol Interlude in Chinese History

What dynasty was established in China by the Mongols?  Yuan Dynasty

Where was Kubilai Khan’s capital established?  Tatu (present-day Beijing)
What evidence shows that the Mongols and the Chinese did not intermix cultures? 

 Chinese scholars forbidden to learn Mongol script, Mongols forbidden to marry ethnic Chinese, only women from nomadic families selected for imperial harem, no friendships; Mongol religion, traditions, and style retained; Mongol military forces remain separate from Chinese military

What Chinese traditions and ideas were adopted by Kubilai Khan?  Chinese rituals, classical music, Chinese calendar, offering sacrifices to ancestors

Did Kubilai Khan continue the examination system?  No

Describe the new social structure put in place by the Mongols.  

Mongols(central Asian nomads & Muslim allies(N Chinese(ethnic Chinese(minorities in S China

In what ways were Mongol women given higher status than Chinese women?  

No foot-binding, retained rights to property and control within household and freedom to move around town and countryside; women can fight, ride horses, and hunt; 

Why would it have been important for Kubilai Khan to respect Chinese traditions/culture?  So the subordinate don’t rebel

Did the Mongol conquests ultimately bring higher status to Chinese women?  Why or why not?  

No, because the Mongol era was too short and the number of influential women was too small to change a whole society’s views on the role of women

How did the inclusion of Muslims in the Yuan court affect the Chinese?  

Advanced Chinese learning and technology through transmission of texts, instruments, and weapons from the Muslim world

Explain how Kubilai Khan’s toleration of other religions and travelers affected later history.  

Enhanced European interest in Asia and helped inspire efforts by navigator like Columbus to find a water route to China

What changes occurred in the Chinese social structure under Kubilai Khan’s rule?  

Refused to reinstate examination system and favoritism for Mongols and other foreigners to dominate politics kept the Confucian scholar-gentry from having a lot of power, artisans and merchants have better status than during Chinese rule

Which Chinese social group benefited from Yuan policy?  What policies helped this group?  

Peasantry; Mongol cavalrymen could not turn croplands into pasture, restored granary system for famine relief, reduce peasant tax and forced labor burdens, elementary schools in villages

What area was not conquered by the Mongols even after two attempts?  Japan

What led to the fall of the Yuan Dynasty?  

Kubilai’s wife and favorite son’s deaths led to softening of Mongol ruling class; successors lacked capacity for leadership and cared little about day-to-day administrative tasks; many of the Muslim and Chinese functionaries that worked with imperial finances enriched themselves through graft and corruption; peasants bore the burden of rising taxes and demands for forced labor, scholar-gentry called the people to rebel

Who emerged to lead the Ming Dynasty?  Ju Yuanzhang, a man from a poor peasant family

What demographic change led to the decline of the nomadic warriors?  (see the IN DEPTH)  

Introduction of mobile field artillery to Europe, moved steadily into nomadic lands, each followed a conscious policy of settling part of its rapidly growing peasant population in areas taken from nomads

Conclusion

Summarize the impact of the Mongols.  

The sedentary peoples on the farms and in the cities suffered the fury of their assaults and the burden for their tribute demands.  Mongol armies provided openings for the rise of Moscow as the central force in the creation of a Russian state.  They ended Seljuk and Abbasid power and opened the way for the Mamluks and the Ottomans.  The Mongol Empire promoted trade and accidentally spread the Black Death.

What nomadic group led the last nomadic outburst in Asia and who was their leader?  Turks; Timur-i Lang

With the death of Timir-i-Lang in 1405, what challenge to civilization ended?  Steppe nomads to the civilizations of Eurasia

